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INTRODUCTION 

This guide is for the accepted authors of the OOPSLA 2006 Poster Session. It includes information on posters in general, poster materials (including the extended abstracts), and schedule of events, among other things. You may want to keep this paper close at hand from now until the opening of the conference, particularly due to the scheduling and location information that it contains. 

POSTERS OVERVIEW 


What is a poster session? This section is particularly for those of you who have little idea of what a poster session is all about. 

As stated in the call for participation, the poster session is an alternative forum for authors to present the results of their work. Posters, at least for the OOPSLA 2006 conference, cover the same technical areas of interest and reflect the same degree of professionalism in their work as in the technical papers etc., yet are different in two respects. 

The first difference is in the manner in which the material is presented by the author(s). There is an interactive session associated with the posters, where all the poster authors attend their posters and conference attendees can discuss the work with the authors. You, as the poster author, must remain at your poster during this time. You may choose to have a prepared talk about your work, although such a talk is best kept very short and used as an introduction to open up the conversations. The discussions tend to be open and free flowing. Don't be shy about engaging the viewers in conversation! If you're shy and they're shy, it will be very quiet out there! 

Besides, in poster sessions, you are allowed to ask questions of the viewers as well as have them ask questions of you! If your poster represents work-in-progress, you can use this opportunity to gather input about how to direct, improve, and strengthen your work and link it to others. Challenge the viewers to demonstrate their ingenuity and ability to think on their feet, to help provide insight into the nastiest problems you've encountered, or contribute to your research vision. Posters mean exercises for the viewers as well as the authors: take advantage of this situation! 

After the interactive session, posters will be on display in front of the ballrooms in the Convention Center for the remainder of the conference. It is not necessary for you to stay with your poster during this time. Because others will view your poster when you are not present, your poster MUST BE SELF-EXPLANATORY! Because you will not be there to present it yourself, the poster must present a well thought-out, informative, and complete story (some helpful hints on poster design are included in subsequent sections). 

The second difference between posters and papers is in the manner in which the material itself is presented. The poster is a vertical, illustrated display of your work, which essentially takes the place of a series of slides or overheads that you would use in a paper presentation. The poster medium can be used very effectively. Creativity and innovation are encouraged! 

A SHORT DISCUSSION ON POSTER DESIGN 

Poster sessions are frequently used to communicate technical data. They are usually held in conjunction with symposia and technical society meetings and have become increasingly popular.  Poster sessions are often used to support or replace slide presentations given to larger groups. 

One advantage of a poster is that specialist audiences can be targeted and reached effectively, especially when the poster presenter is available to answer questions.  A poster that is self-explanatory will still be an effective marketing or educational tool even when the presenter is not there. 

In these notes, guidelines are presented for getting started and for using a poster.  Often, graphics staff and technical communication specialists (editors) in your organization have experience in producing posters and can offer valuable advice on the design, layout, and text of your poster.  Consult with them to get ideas before starting your poster or to get suggestions for presenting your own ideas most effectively. 

Getting Started 


The poster size is 8 feet wide by 4 feet tall (approximately 2.4 meters by 1.2 meters). 

Posters are usually divided into sections, such as 1) title, 2) objectives / introduction, 3) methods, and 4) results and conclusions. The title should include your name and company affiliation.  The title should emphasize a primary benefit to the target audience and should be visible from "across the room."  Photos, figures, and tables should stand alone (be self-explanatory); your audience should be able to walk up to the poster and understand it. 

Focus on a narrow topic or key points rather than trying to put the entire text of a speech onto a poster.  Begin by determining what is unique about your concepts, then select important points to support that main idea. 

Drafting the Text 

A technical communication specialist can help you draft or edit your poster text.  Keep in mind that your text must be presented in a typeface that can be read from 3 to 6 feet (1 to 2 meters) away.  Therefore, all text should be simple and concise.  The poster should not be an outline, but should be brief like an outline.  Omit unnecessary articles (a, an, the, etc.) when possible. Use easily recognized abbreviations, but use them sparingly; some people may not be familiar with them. 

Bulleted items are a better way to highlight selected data and significant results than paragraphs of information.  The easier it is for readers to absorb the information, the more likely they will retain it.  If detailed information is important, consider supplementary handouts or verbal explanations.  If you use handouts, be sure they include a summary of the presentation along with your name, address, and professional affiliation. 

Visual Appeal 


The poster's visual appeal is important.  Use high-quality photos and simplified graphics to explain key ideas.  Use well-chosen figures and tables to save words and to improve the overall appearance. Color can both enhance the message and give useful information (for example, use color to represent a particular concept  throughout).  Consider using bar charts or line graphs instead of tables or tabular materials. 

Consult graphics and technical communication specialists early in developing your poster to save time and money. They can help create a special look for the text, give old figures a new look so they can be used in the poster, and select color combinations that will add interest and consistency to the presentation.  They can also help to determine which concepts should be portrayed visually and which should be portrayed using text. 

Using the Poster 


After the poster is designed, proofed, and built, be sure you have a hard copy of the design layout to take along as a reference for setting up the poster correctly and quickly.  You may want to number the back of each piece and sketch a small drawing of how it will appear on the poster board.  If the poster is used again, the design layout will be readily available. 

Keep in mind other uses for the poster after the session, such as a laboratory display or slides from individual figures, viewgraphs, or report art. 

SUPPORTING MATERIALS 


Part of your original submission was an extended abstract, a 2-page description of the poster content (those of you creating posters summarizing workshop activities may not have written one of these).  Attendees will have a copy of these abstracts in their Companion, but we also ask that you provide one copy of the abstract at your poster station. Not all attendees will be carrying their companion with them, and this will make your poster easier to understand on its own.  Please mark very clearly on the front page of this abstract "POSTER SESSION COPY -- DO NOT REMOVE".  Even with this note, we suggest that you bring extra copies of your abstract just in case the first one receives a coffee spill or mysteriously disappears. 

It is also quite likely that you'll be asked for copies of supporting documents you've written and perhaps your graphics. It's your decision and responsibility whether to provide these at the conference or not.  At a minimum, you may want to have a cookie jar or an empty pocket handy to collect business cards of those interested in receiving copies of materials after the conference. 

POSTER SCHEDULE 

Here is the general schedule for the poster 
	Set-up Hours
	Mon, Oct. 23 12:00pm-5:00pm

	
	

	Poster Reception (located in Courtyard)
	Mon, Oct. 23, 5:00pm-7:30pm

	Posters remain displayed in the Courtyard 
	Tues, Oct. 24, 10am - 5:00pm

	Posters remain displayed in the Courtyard
	Wed, Oct. 25, 10am - 5:00pm

	Posters remain displayed in the Courtyard
	Thur, Oct. 26, 10am - 5:00pm

	
	

	Teardown Hours
	Thur, Oct. 26, after 5:00pm


Poster boards are 8’ wide by 4’ tall.  Velcro or pushpins can be used on poster boards; pushpins will be supplied

SETTING UP THE POSTERS 


The opening of the poster session occurs at 5:00 PM on Monday evening.  The interactive part of the Poster Session will be the key attraction at the Welcome Reception.  You'll have a good audience.  The posters will be on display where the reception takes place. 

Electricity will NOT be provided to the posters. Neither will their be any computing or office facilities.
DURING THE CONFERENCE 

Life gets easier following the interactive session. Normal mode of operation is for the posters to be unattended by the authors, although you may attend your poster whenever you like.  It would be a good idea to post a schedule on your poster indicating when you will be there to answer questions.  It would also be useful to attach a photograph of yourself so that attendees can look for you during the course of the conference. 

Entire posters will probably not be disappearing during the conference :-).  However, it's also probably not a good idea to leave valuable equipment or other items when you are not there (e.g., portable computers). Because the vast majority of the time the posters are on display on their own, you can see the strong requirement to have the poster be self-explanatory in words and pictures! 

If possible, we suggest checking on your poster every so often (e.g., perhaps once or twice a day) to ensure no one has replaced your graphics with advertisements or some such.   

SUMMARY 

We hope that we've covered the information that you need to help you assemble an outstanding poster, to get you to and through the poster session itself, and to help you enjoy this process.  If you have any questions or concerns, don't hesitate to contact me. 

LESSONS LEARNED FROM PREVIOUS YEARS
Remember: a poster tells a story, but in a different way than a paper does.  Enlarging the text from your paper and plastering these pages on the poster mounting board isn't as effective as designing a display that features illustrations as the focal point. 

Many poster presenters spent several hours during the conference with their posters and enjoyed interesting discussions with attendees.  We encourage you to make use of this time as well!  Popular times for poster viewing seemed to be during breaks between technical sessions and other open periods during the conference.  Probably many of the open times you discover in your own schedule during the conference will be open times for others and therefore good times for poster viewing. 

Many poster authors stayed at the interactive session for quite a while after the official end of the event. And they loved it, because the interactions they were having were so interesting! 

Don't arrive at the last minute to assemble your poster for the interactive session!!  Tacking up charts and pictures and other items takes a long time to do right, and if you are tacking while others are conversing, you'll look unprepared.  Practice at home first! 

TIPS AND TRICKS PROVIDED BY PREVIOUS PARTICIPANTS

· I use MS Word and print 17x11 pages at Kinko's - it was very nice quality color prints. The disadvantage is that I had to make a dozen or so of pages. When one has that many pages, work on page layout becomes a serious issue. I would prefer to make fewer bigger pages, but the price for those would be up to ten times more than what I paid. I paid  $30+ total. 
· Our approach was to create the main poster with a drawing program. We used xfig to produce an Encapsulated PostScript (.eps) file. 
· I formatted my poster in Powerpoint. It worked out quite well. For printing, I used a A0 printer at my workplace. You should print the poster early to see whether the colors meet your expectations. 
· Hint #1: Do not make your caption too small. Make it REALLY LARGE 
· I recommend having a good stock of handouts - I ran out of them. 
· I recommend having handouts both for the poster and for the extended abstract - or at least to have a copy of the abstract to be posted next to the poster. 
· I had the poster printed on a high-durability paper, carefully stored in a protection tube - and it was perfectly fine for air & car transportation. 
· I prepared my poster in A0 format. In the length this was the right  format, but as for the width, I think you can put 3 A0 posters besides each other. I would suggest that you at least completely fill that space (3 times A0, perhaps there is a little overlap). Even if you do not need such a big space, you should provide a complete background color that fills it completely (really gives a better overall impression).  Perhaps you can use some free space to hang a paper or other useful things? 
· The biggest problem I usually have is putting too much detail on the  poster.  You have a lot of space, but people who are wandering by don't  really have time to read a poster full of small print.  I think it's better to make your main points, and show an example that you can use as a foil for discussion when people come by. 
· Although in past years, I created a poster from a number of letter-sized slides, this year I printed a large poster.  I found this allowed me to be more flexible in how I presented things, and it also made the poster more visually exciting and easier to put up and take down.  Unfortunately, this wasn't easy to create: I tried to use Microsoft Powerpoint but it has a maximum page size that was too small.  I ended up creating the poster at 1/2 size and I found a print option that let me double it in the printing process. 
· I actually find the emphasis on pre-printed posters to be detrimental to the poster session.  Especially as a graduate student doing a poster the several hundred dollars to have a poster printed is outside of a reasonable budget.  The community would be better off if less emphasis was placed on glossy posters and more on content. 
· For our poster we found a network accessible B-size printer on campus and printed multiple pages which we rolled up for transport and then taped to a plain colored background on site.  We used "graph tape", narrow colored tape available at a local art supply store, to add call-outs to interesting items on the larger print-outs. I just used PowerPoint and took it to a professional printer in town. A lot of folks told me to use Adobe Illustrator, but I found that PowerPoint worked well (I needed to drastically change the size of the slide properties) and was much easier to use than Illustrator (too many knobs to turn there). 
· Done with StarOffice 5.2 on Linux (with powerful machine). Was very cool:)  Use LARGE FONTS, that's a poster, not a paper! 
· Whether it's professional looking isn't as important to me as whether there are schematics and pictures to help understanding.  
· OH, one more thing -- I suggest that you recommend to people that they include something on the poster that gets others involved -- I see too many people every year just standing by their poster waiting for people to talk to them (like I did during my first poster in 1992).  See "the stickiness factor" in the In Your Space pattern: http://www.cs.unca.edu/~manns/intropatterns.html 
· We invited people to draw cartoons illustrating our patterns. We had descriptions of the patterns on the poster and pads and pens available for participants. For each cartoon, we "awarded" a "Good Job!" sticker for their OOPSLA badge (this is actually one of our patterns -- Trinket!). It got people to actually spend time reading the patterns and to think about them. 
· Putting a backing of brightly colored paper *behind* the patterns made the display more attractive *but* it took longer to put up and take down. A banner across the top also tells people what it's all about. 
 

